The Steps to Compute the Sample Variance and
Population Variance

Step 1: Compute SS
To compute To compute sample
population variance: variance:
Step 2
Divide SS by N. Divide SS by (n—1).

Notice that Step 1 is the same for computing the sample variance and population variance. Only com-

putations in the denominator of the variance formula (Step 2) differ for sample variance and population
variance.



